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Amendments to the Claims 



1. (currently amended): A method of calculating sorting costs for an incoming mail sorting 
apparatus having a database of addressees for use in porting incoming mailpieces comprising the 
steps of: 

a) collecting information about each orie of a plurality of mailpieces sorted using the 
incoming mail sorting apparatus, the information used to determine a type of mailpiece and 
addressee information for each one of the pluraUty of mailpieces; 

b) determining the type of mailpiece using the information collected in step a); 

c) associating the information about each one of the plurality of mailpieces sorted 
using the incoming mail sorting apparatus /with addressee information from the database of 
addressees; 

d) storing a piece count foy sach or\e of the plurality of mailpieces sorted using the 
incoming mail sorting apparatus, tip p^ece count stored in association with corresponding 
addressee information from the database pf addressees and said determined type of mailpiece in 
the incoming mail sorting apparatus^ and/ 

e) calculating incoming\§orting^j^t information using the piece count stored in 
association with the corresponding adidressee and a pr e d e t e rmined unit price for e ach t yp e o f 
mailpi e c e. 

2. (original): The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the information about each one of the 
plurality of mailpieces comprises ej type of mailpiece selected from the group consisting of: a 
letter, a flat and a postcard. 

3. (original): The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the information about each one of the 
plurality of mailpieces comprises a type of addressee information selected from the group 
consisting of: hand print, hand script, interoffice and interoffice form. 
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4. (canceled): A method of calculating sorting costs for/an incoming mail sorting apparatus 
comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a data file for storage of addressee information and correlated mailpiece 
information, the information comprising a piece count for each type of mailpiece; 

b) reading addressee information frgm a mailpiece using an incoming mail sorting 
apparatus; 

c) correlating addressee information read from the mailpiece with addressee 
information data stored in the incoming mail sorting apparatus; 

d) obtaining mailpiece information regarding the mailpiece size in order to determine 
the mailpiece type; 

e) determining the typeybf mailpiece using the information regarding mailpiece size; 

f) storing the data file in the incoming mail sorting apparatus; 

g) incrementing the^iece count for the type of mailpiece determined in step e); and 

h) calculating the in^c^ing sorting cost for each mailpiece using a predetermined unit 
price for each type of mailpiece and the piece count for type of mailpiece. 

5. (canceled): The memod as claimed in claim 4 wherein the predetermined unit price for each 
type of mailpiece consists of a set of predetermined unit prices for each type of mailpiece for 
each department for/which the incoming mail sorting apparatus sorts mailpieces. 



6. (canceled): Tne method as claimed in claim 4 further comprising the step of: 
i) generating a report from the calculation of sorting cost. 
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